
*TOID11208/ /06/K/1*

*TOID11208/ /06/K/1*
TOID11208/NR1/06/K/1

*TOID11208/ /06/Y/1*

*TOID11208/ /06/Y/1*
TOID11208/NR1/06/Y/1

*TOID11208/ /06/M/1*

*TOID11208/ /06/M/1*
TOID11208/NR1/06/M/1

*TOID11208/ /06/C/1*

*TOID11208/ /06/C/1*
TOID11208/NR1/06/C/1

CMYK

It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the classroom.
Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!04

BHOOMIKA  CHAUDHARI
AND KHUSHBOO

KANTHARIA

A n investiture cer-
emony was held
at Regina Pacis
Convent High
School, Byculla.

The event was presided over
by the school principal, Sr
Beena.

Capable and deserving
students were conferred
with various positions in
the solemn ceremony. Fol-
lowed by a prayer session,
the prodigies received
their sashes and badges by
the ex-leaders. They then

took an oath to serve the
school with diligence and
bear the responsibility to
uphold the rules and reg-
ulations of the school. The
new leaders, especially the
head girl, Naaz Khan and
asst head girl, Jessica
Agera were expected to ful-
fill their duties to the best
of their ability.

The principal moti-
vated them to work hard,
stay ahead and fulfill their
responsibilities with dis-
cretion following certain
guidelines. She also ad-
vised them to be fair and
just to everyone and help
their fellow students over-

come obstacles.
The students of class

IV also pledged to uphold
the values of the school
and help their teachers
shoulder the responsibili-
ties of maintaining disci-
pline, cleanliness and im-
parting knowledge. Mul-
tiple PTA members and ex-
students were honoured
with a token of apprecia-
tion and a sapling for their
outstanding performance.
The ceremony concluded
with the singing of the na-
tional anthem. The new
leaders then began their
journey energetically and
graciously.

Elected leaders of Regina Pacis Convent High School

S atya Nadella, the CEO of Microsoft
stated, “Many who know me say I
am also defined by my curiosity
and thirst for learning. I buy more

books than I can finish. I sign up for more
online courses than I can complete. I fun-
damentally believe that if you
are not learning new things,
you stop doing great and use-
ful things. So family, curiosi-
ty and hunger for knowledge,
all define me.”

Learning new things and
keeping ourselves abreast
with the latest developments are integral
parts of our growth. However, we need to
identify that driving force which prompts
us to learn more, and some more. What
was it that led to phenomenal inventions
and discoveries like the airplane, law of
universal gravitation, electricity and the-
ory of relativity by brilliant minds of the
Wright brothers, Issac Newton, Michael
Faraday, Albert Einstein? 

Einstein once said,”I am neither clever
nor especially gifted. I am only very, very
curious.” And, there we have it!

Yes, curiosity or inquisitiveness is the
driving force stimulating the learning
process in us and igniting the desire of
acquiring knowledge and skills. It is this
urge that forces us to explore the un-
known. This sparks a passion for learn-

ing, exploring, discovering and basically
upgrading ourselves.

The benefits of being curious are not
only restricted to development but it is
also believed that while we are in the
process of learning and exploring new

ideas, our brain rewards us
by producing a chemical
called dopamine, which plays
an important role in improv-
ing our mood and increasing
our sense of wellbeing. Try-
ing and practicing new things
eliminates monotony and we

feel rejuvenated. We also tend to become
more observant. And the best part about
being curious is that we explore and iden-
tify our interests instead of merely set-
tling with limited options.

There is an interesting story about the
life of our former president, Abdul Kalam,
who was always curious about planes and
pilots right from his childhood. Once, his
school teacher explaining the
principles on which the air-
craft runs. And that was the
turning point of his life as that
was when he decided to become
a space technologist.

There are ways of devel-
oping curiousity. Inculcating
a habit of getting all ‘WH’
questions answered until you

are satisfied is the correct approach. For
example: If we are learning about biogas
technology, the system which turns or-
ganic waste products into usable energy,
we must ask questions about the process,
benefits and its application in various
areas. Secondly, we must never take
things for granted. Keep an open mind
and learn as much as possible. We must
also apply the same method for the study-
ing the subject that doesn’t interest us.
Acquiring knowledge is indispensable
and it will never go to waste. We must
keep on reading good books and update
our skills, and never stop learning.
Thinking that we know everything will
only restrict our approach as there is al-
ways room for more.

Here’s an interesting fact: The one
question that has been making the news
is whether life existed in Mars and if it
has a hospitable environment. NASA’s
Mars Science Laboratory mission has sent

across a rover, a car-sized ro-
botic rover to explore Gale
Crater on Mars. The rover’s
goals is to investigate the cli-
mate and geology of Mars, role
of water and other goals to as-
certain if Mars had or can sup-
port life, and interestingly, this
rover is called ‘Curiosity rover.’

– Lakshmy Pranesh

Power of an inquisitive mind

STUDENT’S  PEN
SAIPRIYA PATRO, CLASS X, OBEROI

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

W hat could have been a bet-
ter way to spend the pre-
cious last Sunday of my va-
cations than

working with a group of
underprivileged children?
It was way more satisfying
than watching a movie or
simply staying at home.
Last Sunday, I chose to do
some community service
at the vocational centre
run by our Rotary Club of
Mumbai Lakers. My in-
tention was to conduct an
art workshop and the idea was to
teach them collage art. My concept
of collage was to stick bits of paper
on a sheet to create a marble effect.
But then, what’s so great about it?

My mind said that an art workshop
should have a purpose beyond the ob-
vious. In other words, it has to be ‘art
with a purpose.’ I contemplated what
could be an apt purpose and zeroed
down on the idea of doing something
related to Independence Day as it is
right around the corner.

Considering that my eleven-year-
old sister still does not know all the
names of the states of our country, I
wondered if that could be the case with
other kids as well. Therefore, I start-

ed the workshop with couple of gen-
eral knowledge questions and as I had
anticipated, the kids actually did not
know the number of states. To my sur-
prise, they didn’t even know our
neighbouring ones. Funny how some

of them thought that Pune
is our neighbouring state!

The children started
working on their art pieces
using different colour
codes for different states.

We were reaching our
objective sooner than I had
expected. It was a thrill to
watch them rapidly absorb
geographical knowledge
while learning the shapes

and sizes of our states through the
medium of art.

Now they know their neighbours,
and can also locate Arunachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand. The bigger and
smaller states can now be identified
with names, shapes and colours. Goa
is no longer a city for them as they’ve
finally learnt that it’s an extravagant
state. At the end of the day, their hap-
piness and excitement was truly over-
whelming. It was fun working with
these underprivileged children. I am
so glad that I conducted this workshop
and the fact that I contributed some-
thing worthwhile, which they will re-
member forever, makes me feel con-
tented.

Of authority and
responsibility…

Sharpening minds
A ll India Inter School

Crossword Quiz
Contest was held at
Jaipuriar School,

Sanpada. In order to de-
velop logical thinking and
analytical skills in stu-
dents, the Central Board of
Secondary (CBSE) organ-
ised the innovative contest.

With participants from
all over Navi Mumbai,
Jaipuriar School was priv-
ileged to host the city
round of the grand quiz
called the ‘Cryptic Cross-
word Contest.’ Introduced

by Extra-C, a civil society
initiative for extra-curric-
ular development of stu-
dents, the contest was
meticulously designed to
improve vocabulary, rea-
soning, lateral thinking,
and develop cognitive
skills.

Kushagra Singh, di-
rector from CBSE CCC
2016; Navneet Jaipuriar;
Rashmi Jaipuriar and
Narayan Mandyam, an en-
gineer and runner up of
2015 Indian Crossword
League, were present for

the event. On the occasion,
Mandyam shared that he
had been involved with
crosswords since his col-
lege days and inspired stu-
dents to participate more
in such competitions.

DAV Public School,
Airoli emerged as the win-
ner while DPS, Nerul was
the runner up  after the in-
tense competition. The
winners of the city level
round will represent Navi
Mumbai at the national lev-
el and the grand  finale will
be held at New Delhi.

The extravagant Cryptic Crossword Contest at Jaipuriar School

Planting hopes and dreams

A tree plantation
event at Smt Sura-
jba Vidya Mandir
was organised for

the pre-primary section
recently. The dignitaries
for the day were principal
of the school, Dr Minaxi
Upadhyay; headmistress
of pre-primary section,
Roopa Shetty and head-
mistress of the primary
section, Jyothi Ayyar.

The teachers high-
lighted the importance of
trees in our environment.
This was followed by a

short animated video on
‘Save the trees.’ The
teachers then performed
on the song ‘Na Kaato
Mujhe Dukhta Hai’ sung
by Dev Negi. This was fol-
lowed by a live demon-
stration on the process of
planting saplings and the
various resources re-
quired for nurturing
plants.

The tree planting
event proved to be a learn-
ing opportunity for stu-
dents as it helped them
get involved in the con-

servation process of our
natural resources. It was
believed to be a great way
to increase their interest
in the local environment,
giving them a sense of
ownership and increasing
their knowledge about
trees. Dr Upadhyay con-
cluded the program by
engaging the little ones in
a Marathi song ‘Nach Re
Moora Ambyacha Vanatt.’
The program was a huge
success with active par-
ticipation of both, teach-
ers and students.

Young students learning about environment

Nehru Science Centre celebrated Moon
Landing Day by organising different con-
tests for school students. The ‘Sit and
Draw’ contest for students from classes I
to IV revolved around the topic
‘Fascinating Moon.’ The event witness
participation from multiple schools
across Mumbai and Shreya Dhandrut from
Std IV of C B M High School, Sion won the
first prize in the competition

TO THE MOON AND BACK

After qualifying the school level
Olympiad exam, Niel Natki of class II
from Gurukul International School,
Badlapur secured the forth rank in
the Maharashtra and Goa zone. He
was awarded with a gold medal and
certificate from the vice principal of
the school, Samruddhi Pimpalkar.
Rishika Mishra, Hemal Patil, Aarya
Sawant, Arin Patole, Devyani Kamat
and Ronit Patil also received certifi-
cates and CDs for their commend-
able performances

WINNING LAURELS 

Momai Global School, Mira Road organised a
Drawing and Colouring competition in the
school premises

EXHIBITING
SKILLS

S even Isles Cambridge Inter-
national School is a progres-
sive, urban school catering
to the educational, spiritual,

emotional, physical and social needs
of students and the staff members.
Recently, the students of class I to
IV went on a field trip to the Tara-
porevala Aquarium and the Mani
Bhavan Gandhi Museum.

The aquarium hosts a wide va-
riety of fish, which fascinated stu-

dents as they witnessed the various
types, sizes and colours in the ma-
rine life. The students eagerly took
notes comprising information pro-
vided about each fish.

The Mani Bhavan Gandhi Mu-
seum exhibited Mahatma Gandhi’s
life. It staged his room, a library,

photos, films and various other ar-
tifacts as well. The students curi-
ously observed the spinning wheel,
book and preserved floor-bed. Ad-
jacent to the room, information
about Gandhi’s political life and the
freedom struggle of India was avail-
able. Mani Bhavan, the memoir of
Mahatma Gandhi highlighted the
political struggles of Mahatma
Gandhi, which culminated in the in-
dependence of India.

Explorers of Seven Isles Cambridge International School on an educational trip

Field Trip 

A Father is the most special person in every child’s life. He is
the person who walks the path with his child, motivating and
inspiring him to step forward. At the Ryan Christian School,
Borivali, students had a great time bonding with their fathers

and creating memories that would last for a lifetime by playing games
and participating in activities.

Fathers were invited for spending a special day with their chil-
dren and they were welcomed with dances and songs. The children
also made special cards for their fathers and were found motivating
and encouraging them during various activities. The memorable day
witnessed spectacular performances and the activities were appre-
ciated by all.

Creating memories

NIVEDITHA
NARAYANAN, CLASS X,

HOLY ANGELS’
SCHOOL

H oly Angels’
School wit-
nessed a
marvellous

inaugural ceremony

of various clubs. The
event was presided
over by the captain
of the Holy Angels’
ship, Dr Ommen
David and attended
by managing trustee,
Leelamma Oommen
and headmistress,
Rafat Shaikh.

The presidents of

the various clubs
stated their aims and
objectives while pre-
senting their activi-
ty calendar for the
year. The manage-
ment showered their
blessings and pro-
ceeded by inaugu-
rating the science,
literary, mathemat-
ics, arts and fine
arts, interact and
health and fitness
clubs.

New beginnings 

Outstanding achievement

O ver 34,000 schools from 1400 cities spread across 22
countries registered for the world’s biggest
Olympiad exams, the 6th International English
Olympiad (IEO). Amidst the millions of students

who participated, 102 students of N L Dalmia High School
showcased remarkable performances and achieved the top
two positions. Mihika Khadloya from class III secured the
first position while Rene Vaz from class IV and Aaron Boo-
dle from class III won the second rank. These achievers
were honoured with merit certificates, gift vouchers, and
gold and silver medals.

More than 3,500 J&K
students awarded
special scholarship

The central government has awarded over
3,500 scholarships worth a total of `75

crore under a special scheme for students
from Jammu and Kashmir to enable them
pursue higher education outside the state.

“Earlier, the quota for Jammu and Kash-
mir students in engineering colleges was
limited to only 250, but this year, 1,430 stu-
dents were granted admission in various
reputed engineering colleges,” Human re-
source development minister, Prakash
Javadekar said.

Under the scheme, tuition fee up to ̀ 1.25
lakh is borne by the government besides up
to ̀ 1 lakh for hostel and food expenses. The
response to the scholarship facility has been
due to the awareness workshops organised
across the state, the government said. IANS
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